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The paper analyzes newspaper articles from 2009 to 2014 focusing on Russian business. The research aims at the way how American
mass media present famous Russian businessmen. Having analyzed materials from NYT and USA Today, the authors come to the
conclusion that the most frequent representatives of business in Russia in the American press are Roman Abramovich, Mikhail
Prokhorov, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, and Boris Berezovsky, while other billionaires are often overlooked. The research also examines
the topics of the articles, the general tone, and some linguistic means of featuring the businessmen. The paper concludes that despite
the scandalous and sensational news about the above-mentioned tycoons, the journalists pay attention to both negative and positive
features and are very reserved in their judgments. Discussing the oligarchs’ roles in Russian economy, politics, and social life, they
portray the businessmen rather objectively providing the readers mainly with factual information and strong arguments.

Kmioueswie cnosa: Russian oligarchs, American media, objective reporting, tycoons, business.

he aim of the research was to examine the

articles published in American newspapers

and magazines for 5 years from 2009 to 2014
and find out how they present Russian businessmen. The
initial stage showed that almost the only businessmen
American journalists write about are Roman Abramo-
vich, Boris Berezovsky, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, and
Mikhail Prokhorov. However, these names don’t appear
frequently in the American media, but rather after certain
events which involved the oligarchs. American journal-
ists often call them “oligarchs” or tycoons rather than
businessmen. It is interesting to note that newer Russian
billionaires, such as Alisher Usmanov, Mikhail Frid-
man, Leonid Mikhelson, Viktor Vekselberg, and others
who became the richest Russian businessmen according
to Forbes, are rarely if ever are mentioned in the Ameri-
can media. It is more common for British newspapers
and magazines to write about them. American journalists
seem to be more interested in more famous oligarchs
whose names are often associated with scandals or sen-
sations.

Russian tycoons in USA mass media

The data we collected show that the above-mentioned
people are usually shown very objectively; the journal-
ists try to present them without much bias mentioning
both their achievements and their illegal affairs. Let us
now have a look at the character sketches that newspa-
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pers and magazines give each of them and discuss when
their names were mentioned in the media.

We would like to start with Roman Abramovich. He
is a 48 year-old Russian businessman who built his busi-
ness on natural resources such as oil or gas. Now he is
the owner of a millhouse company and football club
“Chelsea”. American mass media mostly wrote about
Abramovich in connection with Berezovsky and their
court hearings in London from the beginning in 2008 till
the end of 2012. The New York Times (NYT) discusses
the event very objectively without supporting anyone:

“The case had been billed as the world’s largest pri-
vate lawsuit since it began more than four years ago. It
culminated on Friday with a stunning victory for Mr.
Abramovich, 45, and a harsh repudiation for Mr. Bere-
zovsky, 65, who was characterized by the judge in the
case, Elizabeth Gloster, as an “unimpressive and inher-
ently unreliable witness,” and at times a dishonest one,
during the four months of testimony that ended in Janu-
ary.”[1]

Abramovich is also often mentioned as the owner of
“Chelsea” football team. The NYT writes that “While
Mr. Berezovsky was in court for the ruling, Mr.
Abramovich was in Monaco to watch a game involving
Chelsea, which rode his billion-dollar investment in the
club to victory this spring in Europe’s Champions
League, the most coveted club trophy in soccer” [1].
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The second Russian oligarch widely discussed in the
American media is Berezovsky. When he was found
dead in his bathtub, American media wrote a lot of arti-
cles speculating on his life and the role he played in Rus-
sia. For example, The NYT in the article “The Oligarch
Who Dug His Own Grave” calls him “the original oli-
garch” who “almost single-handedly created Russia.” He
“first pioneered the country’s crony capitalism, master-
minded its first managed elections, blurred the line be-
tween the media and the government, and even helped
install VIadimir Putin into the presidency. The journalist
even somewhat feels sorry for him as Berezovsky was
later crushed by Putin whom they describe as a grave-
digger even though later in the article the author admits
that he had become rich “through cunning, ruthlessness
and insider connections” [2].

In general, the question How did Russian oligarchs
earn their money so quickly? is very common. Some
articles state that at the end of the 80s of the 20" century
it was easy for Russian oligarchs to start their businesses
thanks to the corruption in power. For instance, writes
that “they were, in fact, chosen by the KGB. According
to Preobrazhenskiy, ‘In the early 1990s Berezovsky be-
came one of the first Russian oligarchs. How? Nobody
knows. As far as | know, the oligarchs were mostly reli-
able KGB agents to whom the KGB gave Communist
Party money in order to turn them into KGB milk
cows” [3].

Recent articles about Khodorkovsky focus on his re-
lease from prison offering very reserved comments about
imprisonment and his reunion with his family in Berlin
although earlier articles right before Putin’s second elec-
tions supported his opposition to Putin.

Mikhail Prokhorov is another Russian billionaire
whose activities are sometimes discussed in the Ameri-
can media. He is mentioned because of his president
campaign in Russia, his New Jersey Nets, and his spon-
sorship of the Russian biathlon Olympic team.

Regarding the election campaign, the journalists ob-
viously looked for some information about the battle
between Putin and Prokhorov: “In his speech on Satur-
day, Mr. Prokhorov clarified that he is opposed to the
political party (Vladimir) Putin founded, called United
Russia, and that Right Cause will take on his party in the
elections. But at a subsequent news conference, he sug-
gested that he may not openly criticize Mr. Putin person-
ally” [4].

As for New Jersey Nets, the articles are mainly posi-
tive describing his efforts to make this team better. From
time to time he gives an interview about his team in
some newspaper: “What I'm doing here, I don't go half-
way in anything. I'll go all the way" [5, 6].

Concerning Prokhorov’s biathlon activities, the jour-
nalists dwell upon his lavish sponsorship of the team
(“Mr. Prokhorov is paying for the biathlon team to travel
to Sochi on three private jets”) and seem envious of the
amount of money he spends on it. In the article in NYT
“Russians with Deep Pockets Adopt Teams Going for
Gold,” Sam Dolnick also wonders if Russian billionaires
volunteer for Olympic service, or they were enlisted. The
author goes on to say that “as always, the relationships

between the Kremlin and the business world are murky
at best, and political analysts can only speculate on pre-
cisely how the billionaires ended up working with the
sports federations” [7].

Conclusion

Summing up, it is necessary to note that Russian bil-
lionaires are presented rather objectively without much
bias. The articles about them show both positive and
negative features and are more factual than opinionated.
They contain a lot of quotes proving the journalists’
points of view without distorting information. m
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Poccuiickue on3znecMennl 1 Mmeaguna CIIIA
© JHopoxkos H. /1., Kymuunckas 10. A., 2015

[Ipoanann3upoBaHel aMEpPHKAHCKHE Ta3eTHBIE CTaTbU
(2009-2014) Ha TeMy poCCHICKOro GM3HECA U U3BECTHBIX OH3-
HecMeHOB. IIpoanammsupoBaB Matepuansl ¢ «Hpro-Fopk
taiime» u «USA Today», aBTOpBI NPHILTH K BBIBOIY, YTO B
aMepUKaHCKOH mIpecce HanOojee YacTo YHNOMHHAIOTCS MMEHa
npejcTaBuTelNeil poccuiickoro 6usHeca: Pomana AGpamoBrya,
Muxauna IlpoxopoBa, Muxauna Xonxopkosckoro, bopuca
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_people
http://www.forbes.com/profile/mikhail-prokhorov/

BepesoBckoro, B TO BpeMs Kak Apyrue MUJUIMApAEpbl 4acTo
yIycKaeTcs U3 BUIy. B HcciiejoBaHMe TakKe paccMaTpHBaOT-
csl TeMbI CTaTed, OOLIMIl TOH M HEKOTOpPbIC JIMHTBHCTHYECKHE
CpeJCcTBa PH ONUCAHUM 3TUX OM3HECMEHOB. ABTOPBI MPHILIH
K BBIBOJY, YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha CKaHIaJbHbIE U CEHCAIIMOHHbIC
HOBOCTH O BBILICYIIOMSHYTBIX MarHarax, >KypHaJIHCTBI, CChUIa-
ACb Ha OTPULATCIBHBIE W IIOJOXUTEIIBHBIC YEPThI, OYCHbL
cAepikaHbl B CyxIeHuAX. OOcyxknas, KaKyl0 pojib ONUTapXH

UTPAIOT B POCCUIICKOI SKOHOMHUKE, TIOJIMTHKE U OOIICCTBEHHOM
KHU3HU, OHU M300pakatoT OM3HECMEHOB JOCTATOYHO TOYHO U B
OCHOBHOM 0OecTedMBaloT uuTateneil gpaxruueckoid nHpopma-
ueil 1 yoeIuTenbHBIMI apryMEHTaMu.

Knouesvie cnosa: Poccuiickue onurapxu, amMepHUKaHCKUE
CMU, TouHoe cooOIieHne, MarHatsl, OusHec.






